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Abstract

This research studied learning experiences of new generation farmers at agricultural
social enterprises to examine learning processes. Phenomenological qualitative research
was done with data gathered from four informants. Research results from in-depth
interviews with all four informants were that main issues related to learning methods of
new generation farmers who operate social businesses were divided into two major
aspects: 1) learning methods for farmers; and 2) learning social aspects of business by four
types of farming education: a) family methods b) educational institution and ¢) study visits
to promote learning from past work experience; group, network, or social development
organizational activities; and experiences of others; and 4) volunteering. These findings
suggest that most farmers learn from experiences of their peers and elders who worked
before in agriculture. In addition, institutional and agency organizations play an educative
role. Therefore, relevant agencies should encourage networking by farmers for exposure
to varied training sources to encourage new generations of farmers to successfully operate
social enterprises.

Keywords: Experiential learning, New generation farmer, Social enterprise, Agricultural

social entrepreneur
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